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t's not Mann's Chinese Theatre.

Indeed, the Broadway Optimist
C ity Club is nowh near
Hollywood.

Nevertheless, the Young Street
community centre plays host to a world
video premiere on Monday night — the
first public screening of North Of West-
gate, a video project by former centre vol-
unteer Rosalie Bellefontaine.

Produced and directed over the sum-
mers of 1989 and '90, the 28-minute video
offers a glimpse at the lives of children in
the West Broadway area. Bordered on the
west by Maryland Street, on the north by
Broadway Avenue and on the south by
Armstrong’s Point, the neighborhood is
poor and much maligned.

Now living in Saskatoon, Bellefontaine
said she was moved to make the video by
the tightly knit social fabric she discov-
ered during the six years she lived and
worked in the community.
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North Of Westgate video
explores dynamics
of a neighborhood

was quite struck by the way the kids devel-
op their own sense of morality and doing

good, and how the people look after each .

other,” she says.

The video's fictional story focuses on
the efforts of a group of neighborhood kids
to outfox the neighborhood bully. By hi-
jacking a Dickie Dee cart from a younger,
slower playmate and dragging it up to a
third floor balcony, the bully has landed
the smaller boy in a lot of trouble.

The other kids in the 'hood, led by
young actors Mark and Emma Meekis (who
had no previous acting experience), join

“1 was working at the cen-
tre as an employee, and I got involved
with the lives of the kids and introduced
to the kind of life that they led,” Belle-
fontaine says.

“It's often misrepresented and misun-
derstood, and I wanted people to know just
how the kids cope with the confusing mes-

snnne and maralite that thov find thara T

her to outwit the bully and see justice
is done.

“A mainstream viewer might see (the
video) as disjointed,” Bellefontaine says.
“But the community itself is disjointed,
there's such a high turnover rate in the

community — its structure is quite frag- -

mented — that I did that to represent the
odd mosaic of the community.

“It was actually going to be even more
of an art film, but I realized it wasn't fair
to the kids to do that.”

Bellefontaine shot the project over two
summers, but dismisses much of the first
year'’s work as “almost a pre-shoot, where
we developed a framework.” She says the
neighborhood really opened its arms to
the project.

“The kids were the first to accept the
idea, naturally, but most of the parents
were very supportive, as well. They saw it
as an interesting activity for the kids.

“There were a few incidents, because
we'd draw quite a crowd when we were
shooting and people looking out their win-
dows would ask us what we were doing in
their street, but everything was ironed out
inthe end.”

Shooting was funded by the Manitoba
Arts Council, the Cultural Industries De-
velopment Office ( the Canada Coun-
cLl;;h and with $5,000 of Bellefontaine's own
L+ 5

“Everyone got paid, which was a good
tl;lng. Even the extras got the legal amount
of §1." ;

Following North Of Westgate's Monday
premiere, Bellefontaine says the video
will probably be made available loeally
through VideoPool and nationally through
similar independent outlets.

“] think it would be appropriate for Su-
perchannel, though, and I could even see
YTV maybe picking it up.”



